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Purpose 
 
The Standalone bushfire plan document is a detailed plan of how your school or site is to prepare and 
respond to the bushfire high-threat period or in the event of a bushfire. 
 
As principal or site manager, you must complete this template to have a plan in place to respond to a 
bushfire emergency. This plan is to be read in conjunction with information on Ikon to prepare for 
bushfire season at your school. 
 
All staff, students, contractors and visitors on the school or site are to follow this completed plan in the 
event of a bushfire emergency. All other emergencies are to be managed in accordance with the 
school or site’s incident management plan, as per the Incident management manual. 
 
Complete and lodge your plan online by 31 August. 
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Confirm: 

• evaporative air conditioners are turned off  

• all building roof vents, windows and doors are closed before 
anyone enters the onsite safer building location(s). 

• where possible and safe to do so, relocate vehicles or other 
combustible items (school bags, rubbish bins etc) at least 20 
metres from safer building locations. 

• monitor embers for possible ignition. 
 

 

Take emergency equipment (section 5): 

• registers for students, staff and visitors 

• evacuation kit 

• water 

• mobile phones (charged) 

• student medication 
 

 

Sound the school or site emergency warning or alert system. 
 

 

The principal/site manager to liaise directly with emergency 
services to assess risk levels and confirm a safe alternative 
location for shelter or evacuation.  
 
If emergency services cannot be, for example no phone or 
internet services, then relocate students to the best solid 
structure – look for a solid brick or stone building with multiple 
entry and exits, minimal ember entry points and as much 
clearance from vegetation as possible. 
 
Students and staff must remain in classrooms or rooms unless 
they are directed to move to an onsite safer building location. 
 

 

Check student, staff and visitor registers after moving to an 
onsite safer building location (roll call). Advise the police if 
anyone is missing. 
 
You must give special consideration to students with known 
respiratory conditions. 
 

 

Wait for emergency services to arrive or the incident controller to 
provide you with information.  
 
Ongoing advice will also be provided by the Manager, Security 
and Emergency Management or the director of education.  
 
Continue to monitor official bushfire information sources listed in 
section 2.1. 
 

 

The Department will consult the incident controller or emergency 
services and notify you when it is safe to return to classrooms or 
for students to be collected by parents. You will receive advice 
from the director of education. 
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Note: Students and staff must remain in classrooms or rooms 
unless they are directed to move to an onsite safer building 
location and/or onsite assembly area. 
 

Follow the Bushfire response telephone call tree to 
communicate with the community (section 4). 
 
Ensure parents and carers receive emergency SMS alerts to: 

• inform them of relocation 

• keep them updated (use the emergency text message alert 
templates, refer to Manage bushfire incident communications 
on Ikon). 

 
Note: Parents must not collect students until instructed. 
 

 

Confirm: 

• evaporative air conditioners are turned off  

• building roof vents and doors are closed. 
 

 

Take emergency equipment (section 5): 

• registers for students, staff and visitors  

• evacuation kit 

• mobile phones (charged). 

• student medication. 
 
Sound the school or site emergency warning or alert system. 
 

 

• Notify bus operators 

• Notify other contractors scheduled to visit the site 

• Move all students, staff and visitors from the assembly area to 
the offsite evacuation location. 

 

 

Check registers after evacuating staff, students and visitors (roll 
call). Advise the police if anyone is missing. 
 

 

The Manager, Security and Emergency Management or the 
director of education will provide ongoing advice.  
Continue to monitor official bushfire information sources listed in 
section 2.1. 
 

 

The Incident Controller, emergency services or the Manager, 
Security and Emergency Management or Incident Support Unit 
will notify the director of education when it is safe to return to 
classrooms or for students to be collected by parents. You will 
receive advice from the director of education. 
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Flow chart – Principal’s pre-emptive school closure response  

  

Fire Behaviour Index of 75 (Extreme Fire Danger) or greater forecast has been 
declared. 

 

Delegated 
officer invokes 

pre-closure 
prior to 4:30 

Director of Education notifies the principal to  
prepare for pre-emptive closure. 

Principal notifies the school community the closure 
will not go ahead – school will open as normal. 

Principal follows the pre-emptive closure procedure  
(refer to Standalone bushfire plan). 

Deputy Director General Schools and Manager, Security and Emergency Management 
decide if a school is to reopen.  

The Director of Education will instruct the principal. 
Principal notifies the school community whether the school remains closed or reopens. 
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